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 CPS ENERGY Invests In DRONE TECHNOLOGY To Inspect POLES And WIRES 
EFFICIENCIES And SAFETY For WORKERS 

PARIS - SAN ANTONIO, 14.05.2018, 12:03 Time

USPA NEWS - Focused on its Commitment to provide its Customers with Reliable Electric Service, CPS Energy is now using Drone
Technology to perform Routine Inspections of Overhead Infrastructure in a Safer and more Efficient Way....  

Focused on its Commitment to provide its Customers with Reliable Electric Service, CPS Energy is now using Drone Technology to
perform Routine Inspections of Overhead Infrastructure in a Safer and more Efficient Way. CPS Energy piloted the Use of Drones to
inspect Transmission Towers and Associated High Voltage Lines in May of 2017. Through the Pilot, they learned that Drone
Inspections of 50 Transmission Line Towers were completed in 2 ½ Days. Normally, this Work would have taken nearly Two Weeks to
complete using Conventional Methods. The Utility anticipates Drones will be used to inspect Equipment approaching its End of Life as
well as Equipment Damaged during Severe Weather. 

Drones offer the Flexibility of performing Routine Infrastructure Inspections from a Safe Distance whenever Challenging or Unsafe
Access Issues are present. Rough Terrain, Obstructions and even Animals can slow the Progress of obtaining Critical Information that
helps the Utility evaluate the Performance of their Equipment. During times of Severe Weather, Drones can assess Impacted Areas
and help provide Information used to prioritize how the Utility responds to widespread Power Outages.

Currently, CPS Energy has two Drones in its Inventory. The Drone Pilots must follow Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Guidelines
and ensure they are being mindful of Customer Privacy when conducting Drone Operations. CPS Energy is committed to providing
Advance Notice to the Community whenever planned Drone Flight Inspections occur near their Home or Business. 

For Customers, the use of Drones may keep them out of the dark as Early Detection of Failing Equipment can be repaired or replaced
before they Experience an Unplanned Power Outage. The Utility believes the use of Drones will lead to work Efficiency, Increased
Productivity, Accuracy Improvements and enhanced Customer Service.
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