Beat: Health
DISTRACTION TOPS DRIVERS LIST Of Growing Dangers On The Road

Distracted Driving Is On The Rise
PARIS - WASHINGTON, 30.03.2018, 12:33 Time

USPA NEWS - Distracted Driving tops Drivers' List of Growing Dangers on the Road, according to a New Survey from the AAA
Foundation for Traffic Safety. The Annual Traffic Safety Culture Index shows that 88 Percent of Drivers believe Distracted Driving is on
the Rise, topping other Risky Behaviors like :

* Aggressive driving: 68 percent

* Drivers using drugs: 55 percent

* Drunk driving: 43 percent

Distracted Driving tops Drivers' List of Growing Dangers on the Road, according to a New Survey from the AAA Foundation for Traffic
Safety. The Annual Traffic Safety Culture Index shows that 88 Percent of Drivers believe Distracted Driving is on the Rise, topping
other Risky Behaviors like :

* Aggressive driving: 68 percent

* Drivers using drugs: 55 percent

* Drunk driving: 43 percent

The Proportion of Drivers who report Talking on a Cell Phone regularly or fairly often when behind the Wheel jumped 46 Percent since
2013. Nearly Half (49 Percent) of Drivers report recently Talking on a Hand-Held Phone while driving and nearly 35 Percent have sent
a Text or Email. Despite their Behavior, nearly 58 Percent of Drivers say Talking on a Cellphone behind the Wheel is a very serious
Threat to their Personal Safety, while 78 Percent believe that texting is a Significant Danger. A Recent Study from the AAA Foundation
shows Drivers Talking on a Cellphone are up to Four Times as likely to crash while those who Text are up to Eight Times as likely to
be involved in a Crash.

Drivers in the AAA Survey believe the Problem of Distracted Driving has increased over the Past Three Years, with nearly 50 Percent
reporting that they regularly see Drivers Emailing or Texting while driving. Counterintuitively, Federal Estimates show the Number of
Distracted Driving crashes has actually dropped Two Percent. This may be due to the Fact that it is Difficult to detect Distraction
following a Crash which makes Distracted Driving one of the most Underreported Traffic Safety Issues. According to Government
Estimates, Distraction plays a Factor in just 14 Percent of all Crashes. However, past AAA Foundation Research looking into Teen
Drivers (one of the most Vulnerable Driving Populations), used In-Vehicle Dash-Cam Videos to determine that Distraction was a Factor
in 58 Percent of Crashes, 44 Percent more than Federal Estimates.

Any level of Risk is Too High when it comes to Safe Driving. Tasks that require a Driver to take their Eyes or Attention Off the Road
should be avoided while the Vehicle is in Motion- including the use of Cellphones, Infotainment Systems, or Navigation Systems. AAA
urges Drivers to act responsibly when behind the Wheel. In order to avoid Distractions, Drivers should :

* Put aside Electronic Distractions and never use Text Messaging, Email, Video Games or Internet Functions, including those built into
the Vehicle, while Driving.

* Pre-Program your GPS and adjust Seats, Mirrors, Climate Controls and Sound Systems before Driving.

* Properly secure Children and Pets and store Loose Possessions and other Items that could roll around in the Car.

* Snack Smart by avoiding Messy Foods that can be Difficult to Manage.

The New Survey Results are part of the AAA Foundation's Annual Traffic Safety Culture Index, which identifies Attitudes and
Behaviors related to Traffic Safety. The Survey Data are from a Sample of 2,613 Licensed Drivers ages 16 and older who reported
Driving in the past 30 Days. The AAA Foundation issued its First Traffic Safety Culture Index in 2008, and the Latest Report is Online
at www.AAAFoundation.org.
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